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Applying the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard 
 
 

1. Is this activity reasonable and age-appropriate? 

2. Are there any foreseeable hazards? 

3. How does this activity promote social development? 

4. How does this activity normalize the experience of foster care? 

5. Will this activity violate a court order, juvenile justice order, a safety plan, a case plan, or a 
treatment plan or person-centered plan (PCP)? 

6. Will this activity violate any policy or agreement of my licensing agency or the child’s custodial 
agency? 

7. If appropriate, have I received consultation from my case worker and/or the child’s caseworker? 

8. If able and appropriate, have I consulted with this child’s birth parents about their thoughts and 
feelings about their child participating in this particular activity? 

9. Will the timing of this activity interfere with a sibling or parental visitation, counseling 
appointment, or doctor’s appointment? 

10. Who will be attending the activity? 

11. Would I allow my birth or adopted child to participate in this activity? 

12. How well do I know this child? 

13. Is there anything from this child’s history (e.g. running away, truancy) that would indicate he 
may be triggered by this activity?   

14. Does this child have any concerns about participating in this activity? 

15. Has this child shown maturity in decision making that is appropriate for his age and ability? 

16. Does this child understand parental expectations regarding curfew, approval for last minutes 
changes to the plan and the consequences for not complying with the expectations? 

17. Does this child know who to call in case of an emergency? 

18. Does this child understand his medical needs and is he able to tell others how to help him if 
necessary? 

19. Can this child protect himself? 

20. When in doubt, refer to number 7. 

 

Adapted from Florida’s Caregiver Guide to Normalcy 

http://www.kidscentralinc.org/caregiver-guide-to-normalcy/ 
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